the Indians was never started.

The small groups of Indians that traveled the
bench lands between Hobble Creek and Spanish
Fork River felt no lasting effects of this visit.'* Life
went on about as usual for them. Fish were dried,
seeds were gathered, and rabbits were trapped. A
ew women and children were traded to Spanish
trappers and traders that occasionally came this
vay, but probably no more than would have been
stolen by the Commanche.

~ There is little record of the history of this area
between the Dominguez-Escalante expedition and
the explorations of the mountain men. Two men,
Mauricio Arze and Lagos Garcia, left Abiquiu, a
small village north of Santa Fe, and traveled to the
Utah Lake region March 16, 1813, and returned to
New Mexico July 12th of the same year. They had
some trouble with the Indians near Utah Lake and
were subsequently called before an alcalde to make
areport on their expedition.'* Two things are clear
from this report: first, several traders had been to
the Utah Lake region before this time; second, the
Indians treated the traders in a very unfriendly
manner. When the traders would not trade with the
Indians for slaves, as had previous parties, the In-
“dians attacked their camp and killed some of their
horses. This forced the party to move south as
quickly as possible and look for Indians with more
friendly natures. This, at least, was the traders’
version of the story.

| The Indian tribes of the Utah Lake region were

- still trying to trade slaves for goods when the Mor-
mon settlers came in the early 1850s. This would
indicate that there was probably a good deal of truth
in the report given by Arze and Garcia. But then, it
was not considered an improper act to trade-off
captives for other items in the Ute culture.

During the second decade of the nineteenth
century white fur trappers traveled to the Rocky
Mountain region. These men were adventurers like
the Spanish Fathers, but of a different mold. For the
most part, they were poorly educated in any
academic tradition but in the ways of the forest
they were masters of survival. They had to be. They

- lived for long periods of time with few companions
~ and little in the way of store-bought supplies. What
they had, they usually made, killed, caught, and
carried with them.

These men were looking for beaver skins. Any-
thing that stood in the way of that search was not to

~ be tolerated. The comforts of home were not for
them, and the only women tough enough to ac-
company them were Indian. They were an inde-
pendent breed of men dressed in the fringed
buckskin costume of the mountaineer, and with
~ their long hair and tanned faces it was easy to
~ identify them.'® To this group of sturdy individuals
belonged several men who have earned a place in

the history of Utah Valley.

These men came to the area near Utah Lake
from the Oregon Country, Missouri, and New
Mexico. They were American, British, French, and
Spanish; but they all had one thing in common,
they were there to obtain furs for the hungry eastern
or foreign markets. Furs put money in their poc-
kets, beads on their squaws, new saddles on their
horses, and in too many cases, enough cheap whis-
key down their throats to make them spend another
vear in the mountains to earn enough to establish
themselves in another business.

The fur era got its start in the Rocky Moun-
tains about 1824, when members of the Ashley-
Henry Fur Company journeyed into the area. It
lasted about sixteen years. By 1840, because of the
cut-throat competition, overtrapping, and the in-
troduction of new styles in men’s hats, the great fur
expeditions were about finished. The men who
took part in them either continued as independent
trappers, went back east, became guides, or turned
to trading for their livelihood.

Such men as Etienne Provost, Jedediah Smith,
Osborne Russell and Miles Goodyear fall into these
categories. They should be mentioned in this narra-
tive because each of them spent some time in Utah
Valley prior to the coming of any white settlers.

Etienne Provost, French-Canadian by birth,
trapped for many fur companies in various parts of
the West. During the summer of 1825, this short,
bull-of-a-man, led a fifteen-man trapping party
through Utah Valley from New Mexico.'* The party
passed over or near the Mapleton bench by the
same routes that travelers use today. During his
brief stay in the region Provost and his group were
invited to a peace parley with Snake Indians near
the Jordan River. They were told that the Great
Spirit did not like metal objects around when the
peace pipe was being smoked. The story must have
sounded logical to the group for they complied
with the request and stacked their arms some dis-
tance from the ceremony. Suddenly, the Indians
pulled weapons from beneath their blankets and
the trappers found themselves in a desperate situa-
tion.” Provost and three other men fought their
way clear and fled up the nearest canyon to the
Heber area and on over into the Uinta Basin. There
the exhausted survivors met another trapping party
and traveled with them to the summerrendezvous.

Jedediah Smith also traveled through Utah
Valley. He passed near the Mapleton bench area on
his southern treks of 1826 and 1827.'" In late Au-
gust of 1826, Smith and his contingent of seventeen
men met with a group of Ute Indians near Utah
Lake and signed an alliance with them. They then
proceeded on their exploration and trapping ex-
pedition to southern California.



